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is made in Heaven cannot be dissolved. If it has not been
made in Heaven, then, from the Church's point of view,
it does not exist.
Therefore, when a couple wish to have their marriage
annulled, they must go to their local Bishop's Court and
they must put their case before the bishop. One reason
might be that one of the parties was not a Christian, for
by the laws of the Church a Catholic must marry a
Christian. Another reason might be that one of the
parties was already married, since the Catholic Church
does not recognise divorce, and a third reason might be
that one of the two parties was forced into the marriage.
In a Court of Law, witnesses are called and give their
evidence on oath. In a divorce court in this country, if
a witness swears that such and such a thing happened, and
there are two witnesses to prove it, it is usually allowed.
If, then, somebody comes to the Bishop's Court and swears
that he or she forced their child into marriage against his or
her will, I cannot myself see how any Bishop's Court, or
anybody else, is going to prove that the person swearing
the oath is not telling the truth, especially if the parties
concerned in the annulment are in agreement on this
point. If, then, it is proved, or any of the points I have
mentioned are proved, then ipso facto the marriage did
not take place, and the annulment is accorded.
About the time that I am referring to, when this
famous divorce in the civil courts and the annulment at
Rome took place, there was a general discussion as to how
far Catholicism recognised divorce.
Lord Buckmaster, in November, 1922, stated that
Roman Catholics avoided divorce by having a nullity
decree. That statement by a prominent lawyer with a